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Refurbishment programme for the beaches 

 
The Government regrets that every year at or around this time the Opposition finds it 
necessary to scaremonger by suggesting to the public that our beaches are not in a 
fit state and that they will not be made ready in time for the summer season. 
 
It is understandable that they need to make these comments at the end of winter to 
try to avoid being overtaken by events and there is no better proof that the summer is 
not yet here than the ridiculous picture of an Opposition member wearing an overcoat 
standing at Catalan Bay Beach making these criticisms that the beaches are not 
ready.  The picture goes from the sublime to the ridiculous when in the background 
heavy plant machinery can clearly be seen carrying out the preparation works that 
are being claimed as non existent! 
 
The reality is that at Camp Bay and Little Bay, which are the popular beach and 
leisure areas in winter, the toilets are open all the year round and they are cleaned on 
a daily basis.  At the remaining beaches, cleaning operations are carried out 2-3 
times a month in winter, 2-3- times a week between Easter and summer and daily 
throughout the summer season. 
 
As it has done in previous years, the Gibraltar Tourist Board commenced its beach 
refurbishment programme several months ago with the revamping of toilet facilities at 
both Camp Bay and Little Bay.  This was followed with the commencement of works 
for the removal of rocks from both Catalan Bay and Eastern Beach. 
 
The ongoing works will also see the refurbishment of the toilets and changing 
facilities at Catalan Bay in time for the Easter holidays. 
 
Other works include the resurfacing of the car park at Catalan Bay and the provision 
of parking areas at the old Aerial Farm at Eastern Beach.  Works continue apace at 
Eastern Beach for the new promenade and these should be ready before the start of 
the actual bathing season, however toilet facilities will be available as from Easter for 
those wanting to use the beach, with access available from the beach side. 
 
Mechanical cleaning of the beaches will be carried out on a daily basis as from 
Easter and litter bins will be provided and serviced as from then.  This will guarantee 
that the beaches will be clean and welcoming for all users. 
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There is no doubt that during bad weather rock and debris accumulate giving rise to 
comments about the state of the beaches but the reality is that due to inclement 
weather, many of the works can not be carried out until the weather improves, as 
storms would destroy all the good work carried out.  This is a well thought out policy, 
based on experience that allows the GTB to use its resources in a proper manner. 
 
Interested parties can always contact the GTB to enquire about our programme of 
works and we can brief them and thereby set their minds at rest that as in all previous 
years the beaches in Gibraltar will be available for the enjoyment of all. 
 


